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DUNADD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Community Council Meeting on Thursday 16th January
2025 (7:30pm at Ford Village Hall)

Present were - George Stewart (Convener) GS; Jim Malcolm (Community
Councillor) JM; Sue MacLean (Community Councillor) SM; David Bracken (Dunadd
Community Enterprise) DB; Steve Walker (Ford) SW; Jan Wright (Ford) JW; Grace
MacLeod (Kilmartin Museum/M & K MacLeod) GM; Garret Corner (Conservative
Councillor for Mid Argyll) GC; Pete Creech (Ford) РС.

Apologies

Jo Cole, Sue Creech, Willie Beattie and Di Roberts.

Declarations of Interest

None

Minutes of previous meeting

Sue MacLean proposed and seconded the minutes of the previous meeting. (NB: As
the meeting on 21st November was not quorate, then it did not have minutes
needing approval. Therefore, minutes of meeting on 19th September 2024 will
need to be approved at our meeting on 20th March 2025)

Matters Arising - points from November meeting

See items on current Agenda.
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Role of Secretary going forward

As we are still awaiting a response from Loch Fyne Community Council, this is to be
carried forward to our March 2025 meeting.

Social Impact Co-ordinator Balfour Beattie

Laura is unable to make it to this meeting unfortunately. Invite her to our March
meeting.

Reports

7.1 POLICE

December Police report was not available to the meeting, but GS has now
discovered that only general information, i.e. number of incidents for our Area
(LB42 - covering Community Council Areas Lochgilphead; North Knapdale; Dunadd;
Craignish; South Knapdale). Previously we were able to extract crime figures for
Dunadd C C area from this, along with types of crime reported. However, this is not
now possible from the latest police report. For Area LB42 in December, Police
received 103 calls (out of 702 in total for Oban, Lorn, Mid Argyll, Kintyre and The
Islands) with 31 crimes (out of 191). Only LB 23/24 area (Oban Community Council
Area) was higher with 152 calls and 50 crimes. SM suggested that we drop Police
Reports from future meetings, but no decision was taken.

7.2 TREASURER

General Account £3289.81, (including £8|1.60 Kilmichael Defib Project)

Micro-grants £1691.27
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Innology £5643.90

7.3 PLANNING

None

7.4 KILMARTIN QUARRY EXTENSION

GM advised that the new operators for the quarry are A & L McCrae. We should
contact their Commercial Manager (contact details provided).

Road Safety Plan

Di Roberts has drafted a report for the ongoing traffic problems, which hopefully we
shall be able to discuss at the next meeting. GC advised that A & B Council have
recently agreed to allow speed restrictions of 20mph, so any requests should be
resubmitted. He also mentioned that there was no progress regarding road
markings (white-lining), and that there was still a problem about acquiring the
appropriate vehicle to do this, despite being granted £200,000 for this purpose.
Currently the Council must hire a vehicle from England, which is costly. Other
incidents were mentioned and recorded to pass on to Di for her report.

Land Acquisition in Ford/Loch Awe

PC advised details of a land project at Ford and hopes for our support. PC and Eric
Holding are currently preparing for Stage 2, and hope to advise further at our next
meeting.

Updates

10. 1 KILMARTIN MUSEUM
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GM advised that the Museum reopens on 1st February 2025, from 11am to 4pm,
Wednesday to Saturday, and from 1st March, seven days a week 10am to 5pm (last
entry 4pm). Mention was made of the free passes available to Kilmartin Village
residents only, continuing into 2025. GM did not think that this applied to residents
in Slockavullin.

10.2 DUNADD COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

Disappointingly, only 8 out of 127 members turned up for the AGM on Tuesday
14th. 2 members passed away recently. DCE's current main project remains new
goalposts for Kilmartin Village Green.

10.3 C38

Nothing to report on this matter. Should we continue to raise this at every meeting
when no advances made? No decision taken.

10.4 JOINT COMMUNITY FUND BOARD

It was agreed to keep this item on the Agenda for a later meeting.

Correspondence

11.1 FUNDING REQUESTS

Ford Village Hall - £219.72 for installation of power to defibrillator cabinet.
Proposed JM. Seconded SM.

Duke of Edinburgh Award 'Open Gold Place' - £75.00. Proposed JM. Seconded SM.
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A request from the same source for funds towards purchase of a musical
instrument was refused. SW asked about a funding request in November for Ford,
having not heard anything. GS agreed to look into it.

11.2 VISITOR LEVY

PC, Chairman of Heart Of Argyll Tourism Alliance, opened discussion on the
proposed Visitor Levy, the consultation for which has now launched on A & B
Council website. Visitor Levy consultation. Much discussion ensued, unanimously
against the Council’s proposals, and there were suggestions that a number of
accommodation providers ￼(as well as other businesses) were seriously considering
closing based on the current economic situation, never mind the additional burden
of a visitor levy.

Discussions on this topic rather overwhelmed the time available and perhaps a
larger portion of our March meeting should be devoted to Dunadd Community
Council’s response to the Council. In the meantime, businesses, residents and
visitors across Argyll should be encouraged to complete the online survey* (see link
above), as this affects everyone, not just accommodation providers.

• *There was much criticism of A & B Council's survey, which appears weighted in
favour of the Levy, stressing the funding that will arise from this, and asking what
the Council should use these funds for.

11.3 DAVID MCINNES RESIGNATION

There was insufficient time to deal with this effectively. SW is keen to be co-opted,
but was unable to bring the co-opt form with him for technical reasons. GS agreed
to correspond with SW to resolve this.

11.4 LOCAL PLACE PLANS

This apparently enables us to influence Local Development Plans. DB advised that
information about this is available on the Dunadd Community Enterprise Website
(www.dunadd.scot). Discussion to be carried forward to our March meeting.
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None

A.O.C.B.

None.

Date of Next Meeting - 7:30pm 20th March 2025

Minutes Prepared 19th January 2025 by George John Stewart 
(Convener, Dunadd Community Council)
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