DUNADD COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Dunadd Community Council held on Thursday, 19th March at Ford Village Hall.
Present: George Stewart (GS), Convenor; Sue MacLean (SM); Di Roberts (DR), Treasurer; Steve Walker (SW), Secretary; Jo Cole (JC). One member of the public - Shelagh Brolly (SB).

1. Apologies:  Jim Malcolm (JM), William Beattie (WB)

2. Declarations of Interest:
SW is a committee member of the Ford Village Hall Committee

3. Minutes of previous meeting: 
Agreed – proposed by DR, seconded by GS.

4. Matter arising: 
None

5. Police Scotland:  
No representation at tonight’s meeting due to shift clashes. The usefulness of the current police report was discussed, and due to the irregular representation of Police Scotland, it was decided to remove this as a standing agenda item, as issues can be raised under AODB at any future meeting. SB asked if name-calling should be reported to the police. The Community Councillors felt unqualified to make that call and suggested that SB discuss it with Police Scotland. SB was concerned about membership in the Ford Village Facebook Group. After listening to SB’s complaint, it was felt that such a discussion was not appropriate for the Community Council meeting and should be taken up with the page's moderators. SB raised concerns about SW’s suitability as a Community Councillor. She was advised that if she wanted to take things further, she should put any concerns or complaints in writing to GS (Convenor) or to A&BC.

6. Reports: Treasurer:
DR reported the current bank balances:
General acct £3,540, included £600 Defib project funding.
Micro Grant acct £2,100. 
Innogy acct £0.70.





7. Updates: 
i) Kilmartin Museum: No representative present. SW to contact David Smart to request that he, or someone from the Museum, attend future meetings to provide updates on the Museum's activities.
ii) DCE Update: SW provided an update on the activity of the DCE: SSEN are looking to work with DCE regarding a new microgrant they are providing funding for. Currently, the plan is for DCE to both administer and decision make on the fund, which will be £6000 annually. Microgrants will be capped at £500 per grant. SW suggested that DCC and DCE could liaise to make the best use of our relevant microgrants and avoid duplicating funding. Steve also informed the DCC that the Directors will meet in the coming weeks to develop a new vision for the DCE.
iii) Ford Village Hall Update: SW discussed the activities of the Hall on a weekly basis and plans to improve the kitchen area within the Hall.SB suggested that proper drainage and septic tank preparations should be part of the works on the Village Field. SW explained that it was unnecessary as it had been made clear that no additional access would be granted, and the needs of the village had changed. The Local Place Plan identified the need for a play park for an increased number of children in the village. A number of issues were raised by SB, all of which the Community Councillors felt were outside the Community Council's purview and appropriate for discussion by the Community Council.
iv) Dangerous Trees: SW is to contact the council to get clarity on a time frame for works on the trees.

8. Correspondence:
i) First Responders for Communities – DR discussed Emma Shaw’s plans to create a group of identified and trained First Responders within Dunadd. The councillors agreed that this would be a potentially positive idea, but that it should be approached slowly. JC to liaise with Emma Shaw about next steps.

9. Joint Community Fund Board: 
i) Ford Village Hall: £150 to support Children’s Game Club. Agreed by all councillors.
ii) Slockavullin Green Community Group: £250 to pay for public liability insurance for the Green and to support initial public events on the Green. It was agreed to support the costs of the insurance up to £250 but that the group should ask for funding separately to pay for any planned events on the Green once the insurance was in place. 

10. AOCB – Open Reach Fibre Optic Plans – SM
SM raised the DCC’s awareness of a newspaper article from the AA dated Friday, 9th January 2026, page 7, regarding the full fibre broadband promise for Mid Argyll, which does not seem to include remote places within Dunadd. It was agreed that the DCC should seek clarification on these plans and push for the widest possible connections for Dunadd. SW to contact Jan Brown, Jenni Minto MSP, Open Reach, and the A&B C Head of Infrastructure by email for clarification.
Date of Next Meeting – 21st May – Kilmartin Museum 7.30 pm (includes AGM)
 
